
CLIMATE EMERGENCY 
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Councils and communities 
reclaiming the climate emergency





Break-out Block 1









Getting Started
Dale Martin

climate emergency:

lgcet.com
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All directions build momentum
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Start with one star



Undertake an audit

Objective One Star Action Outcome sought
Current 
Council Action Suggested next steps

3.1

Ensure council operates on 100% green 
electricity through the direct purchase of 
green electricity and/or a power purchase 
arrangement. Carbon neutral certification 
must be provided while fossil fuels, including 
gas connections, are phased out within 5 
years.

No operational 
emissions from 
energy

Solar on 
council roofs – 
not sure how 
much, no 
green power, 
no plan to 
phase out gas

Quantify current on-site 
renewable energy generation 
(%), investigate joining PPA/ 
green power, develop plan in 
line with Objective 3.4

3.2

Commit to lead and facilitate a 100% 
renewable energy power purchase, 
microgrid, virtual power plant or similar 
agreement for at least 1% of residents and 
businesses within the council area.

Provide access 
to and benefits 
of renewable 
energy to the 
community

No current 
action with 
businesses or 
residents in 
LGA

Quantify current energy 
consumption of residents/ 
businesses in LGA, seek 
expressions of interest from 
businesses/associations to 
run a trial PPA or microgrid



• Compounding action – consistency is key (each budget CAPEX 
and OPEX)

• Ensure plan is robust with SMART (Specific, Measurable, 
Achievable, Realistic, and Timely) actions delivered within 
current term

• Build in ambition
• Communicate internally and externally

Implement actions



• Share stories of success – talk to your peers for examples
• Understand the motivations of your stakeholders
• Support your officers and celebrate success (even the little wins)
• Participate in community engagement
• Take care of yourself

Stamina building for all stakeholders



SURVEY LINK HERE

https://forms.gle/heNMB8ZF3EJGzTxp6


Is this a
“Climate 
Emergency?”
What difference does it make?

Cr Jude Dwight
Mayor, Knox City Council 2024
Wurundjeri & Bunurong Country, 
Kulin Nation



The Basin, August 2020



Yarra Ranges, June 2021



Mt Dandenong, June 2021







Sydney floods, 2021



Black summer fires 2020



Black summer fires 2020



Europe fires 2022



Glacial collapse India 2022



Water catchment decline









Food shortages 2020



Case Studies:

2019: City of Wagga Wagga
- Urban Cooling Strategy, 2022

2022: Port-Macquarie-Hastings Council
“Of the Councils in Australia that have 
made these declarations, few if any have 
allocated budget towards the outcomes 
of declaring that emergency”



To 
Declare 
or Not 
Declare? 

Is that the question?



Remember: 
You are dealing with a climate and 

ecological emergency of a scale not 
experienced before.

And you are dealing with people.

If the word ‘emergency’ is a blocker find an 
action that can gain support – there are plenty!

And, importantly, it’s an election year! 













Break-out 1: New 
approaches to 
community 
mobilisation – 
M001

Break-out 
2: Council 
mobilisation deep 
dive – D200

Break-out 3: Crises 
on the horizon – 
C203
Break-out 5: 
Drawdown and 
cooling – C209

Break-out 
4: Decolonising our 
partnerhsips – Moondani 
Balluk or D202
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