
CLIMATE EMERGENCY 
CONFERENCE 2024
Councils and communities reclaiming 
the climate emergency



Building a better 
world



Liam O’Brien, Assistant 
Secretary, 
Australian Council of Trade Unions

The economic and 
workforce transition 
needed for a safe climate
 



Frances Coppolillo, CEO
Melbourne Polytechnic

Education and training
for the transition to a clean 
economy

 



Climate Emergency 
Conference

Education and training
for the transition to a clean economy



"We are in a race.

A race against time and against ourselves...

Winning it requires a radical, unprecedented level 
of collaboration, from all corners of our world."

                            Christiana Figueres, the architect of the historic 2015 Paris Agreement.



Our climate 
leadership 
journey



Our climate 
leadership 
journey



Meeting the 
challenge:
horticulture



Meeting the 
challenge: 
beekeeping



Meeting the 
challenge: 
advanced 
manufacturing



Meeting the challenge: 
technical skills for the 
transition to a clean 
economy



Partner with your local 
TAFE
• Victorian TAFE Network – geographic spread
• All TAFEs working together on the skills 

transition
• Training for the Clean 

Economy: vic.gov.au/training-clean-economy
• We welcome people of all backgrounds
• Fee Free TAFE options
• We're open to new models of training to fit 

local needs
• Start talking (and acting) with your local TAFE

http://www.vic.gov.au/training-clean-economy


Thank you



Brett Woods, Research Fellow 
Institute for Sustainable 
Industries and Liveable Cities

Young people as active 
citizens in a fair transition
 



Ian Dunlop, Safe 
Climate Australia 

A national 
mobilisation plan
 











Sally MacAdams
Coordinator, Climate 
Emergency Australia
 



To join CEA:
climateemergency
australia.org.au 



Submit an EOI:
climateemergency
australia.org.au
/training 



#ClimateEmergencyConference 2024



Brief interactive 
evaluation



Adrian Whitehead, Co-
director, Council and 
Community in the Climate 
Emergency (CACE) | 
Maribyrnong City Council 
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